CHAP. vi.                    COMPOSITE CLANS
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There is a tribe in south-west Bajputana called the Grassias, separate from the Bheels, and ranking next above them in social order, which is obviously of artificial and composite formation. The word Grassia means a chief who has the rig%ht to collect dues, originally of the nature of blackmail, from certain villages or upon certain lands or roads ; and with this sense the name is still in common use in certain parts of India. But here, in Rajputdna and the adjacent hills, it means a group of people, who have their internal circles of consanguinity upon the model of a regular clan; and the Grassia is probably of mixed Bajpiit blood, possibly in some cases he may be a pure Bajpitt stock detached and isolated in the backwoods We may conjecture the designation to have been extended to the original Grassia chiefs kinsfolk and retainers, perhaps also to the people who settled on his land and became attached to him in various ways; so that after this manner it became applied to a separate set or association of men living apart with the same habits and interests. Other half-blood tribes, somewhat higher in the social scale, are the Meos and the Mers ; the former are now Mahomedan, but still keep up their consanguinous groups ; the latter claim Rajput lineage. There is also a widely spread tribe of professional thieves which is evidently by origin nothing more than an association for the purpose of habitual robbery; but even these people pretend to a remote descent from Bajputs, and shape their internal society upon the pattern of the clan. And the Bunjdras, a clan which does all the carrying trade in the wild parts of India, are made up by contingents from various other castes and tribes, which have at different times joined the